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On 26 January, our troop celebrated her 65th Anniversary.
The scouts gathered for their investiture where the new
appointment holders were announced. The Sec 2 scouts also
went through the ceremony of changing their national scarves
into troop scarves, which was officiated by our GSL.The cubs
then joined in the celebration in the canteen which ended
with a photo-taking and the cutting of our birthday cake.

On 23 February, AMK District held the Founder’s Day Carnival followed by a
Campfire inthe eveningat Bishan Park Secondary School. Scouts from Malaysia
also joined us for this event. The gateway was constructed by our troop. Two of
our scouts, Matthew and ZiYang were also the emcees for the whole event, which
included our cubs and ventures.
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Ten of our cub scouts competed in the
2013 Cub Scout Mind Quiz held in
Raffles Institution on 13 April where
they had 2 rounds of quizzes which
included a written test. Two teams
of five were fielded, with one getting
Silver and the other clinching Gold.
All cubs walked away from this event
with big smiles.

Eight cubs attended this camp held in River Valley Primary School on 7 June, and learnt skills like camp
craft, orienteering and first aid alongside other uniformed groups. Other than learning practical skills, the
participants also learnt about the history of all the uniformed groups present. The participants also had a
baking session. The camp ended with a campfire after the participants were assessed on the skills learnt.
Every cub was given a certificate for completing the challenge.




TURN ON THE RADIO AND LISTEN TO THE NEWS.
CAUSE WE'RE GONNA WIN AND YOU'RE GONNA
LOSE

WE'VE GOT WINGS AND WE RE GONNA FLY

The Chief Commissioner’s Award Presentation
Ceremony was held on 27 July at the SSA. 4 of
our scouts managed to achieve this prestigious
award this year. Brendan, Jingsheng, Brandon
and Yong Cheng received their certificates
from the Chief Commissioner. The ceremony
was witnessed by their proud parents.




On 3 August, schools from AMK District gathered
at Catholic High School for the annual District
Field Day. The day’s event was conducted in 2 parts,
with the cub events in the morning and the scout
and venture events in the afternoon. This year, the
cubs achieved Gold while our scouts and ventures

managed to emerge as overall champions in their
respective events.
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The AMK District Mini-Pioneering Competition was
held on 31 August at the SSA. This competition saw the
cub team of 4 participants achieving first. At the same
time, the scouts fielded 2 teams of 4 who managed to
clinch First and Second Runner-up.

In the 88th year of cub-scouting in Singapore, our troop saw
5 cubs attaining the Akela Award at Hwa Chong Institution
Auditorium. Among them, 3 cubs namely, Lucas Ng, Ray Toh
and Siauw Yu Chuan, received the award with Honours. The
ceremony was held on 19 October.
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APPRECIATION TO OUR FORMER
VOTUNTEER ADVITIEADERS CONGRATUIATIONS

The following volunteer leaders have shown mettle in proving themselves for this to @ur gS‘L ﬂndrew (‘hua
award through their unwavering effort and remarkable contribution to Catholic High . 1
Scout Group. cen  his 50-year Tong Service Award
e | Jrom  The Singapore Scout flssociation

by 88 President Mr Tan Tee How
on_ 23 February 2013

Ng Boon Peng ' Lai Huai Lian
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23 - . L . 7' ’ .
Hoo Kuan Lian > Vh o T
and Ng Jing Cheng, Tham Saf Meng, JohimWu
; | 13

" Russell Lin
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from 4 other units at the Istana. Their

parents were present to witness the
presentation of their certificates by the
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The 8th NPC held from 28 November
to 2 December saw our troop attaining
our eighth consecutive Gold Award. We
were also in charge of Subcamp South,
one of the 5 subcamps this year. The
best patrol award went to Zhenghua
Secondary Scouts.

A total of 35 cubs were invested during the
investiture ceremony in school on 12 April.
Parents of the newly invested cubs were
invited to join in the joyous occasion

officiated by our Group Scout Leader, Mr
Andrew Chua. Group photographs were
taken to commemorate the event.
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The next time you go for a camp or an overnight hike, try
paying more attention to the places around you. Keep your
eyes peeled for details like buildings or street names. The
reason I’'m asking you to do this is because, on hindsight, one
of the most underrated joys of scouting was the numerous
chances we got to explore Singapore’s nooks and crannies.

Thinking back, there were three types of places we
encountered in our years of scouting. The first were the rustic
backwaters which few people knew about. One such place
which sticks out in my mind was the Marina Bay station, a
night hike checkpoint where we spent the night. Back then,
. no one Used the remote station because it was isolated on a

' barren piece of land, built before its time to serve today’s
Marma financial district. Nevertheless, we were possibly the only ones who could call the old
Marina Bay station home for at least one night of our lives.

Secondly, there were places which never occurred to us as important until much later in life. An
example would be the old industrial and residential estate of Defu, which I encountered on one
of my overnight hikes. With its typical bus stops and coffee shops, the un-striking neighborhood
slipped from my mind with the passage of time. Driving through the area many years later
conjured flashbacks of me trying to figure out the direction to the next checkpoint as a young
scout.

The third type of place was perhaps the most special but also the most fleeting. We came across
such a spot during a hike when we discovered an old Chinese temple joined with a restaurant
on a kelong. There was only a couple of elderly aunties there who told us the restaurant served
mainly Malaysians who’d take their boats over from across the strait, with no passports. That
was more than a decade ago and no matter how hard I try, I’ve never been able to find the quaint
little Festaurant. As a result, my memories of the place have become increasingly fuzzy, to a point
where I start wondering if it was even real.

So the next time you'te out on a hike or camp, please keep a lookout of where you are and
remember the friends whom you shared these places with so you can all have a laugh and
reminisce in the years to come.

Erwin Chan Guorong
Shark Patrol
1994-1997

Given the opportunity to write about my experiences as a Catholic High Scout, I took a step back
and recounted with fondness the memories and life lessons. Even though summarizing it would do it
injustice, I managed to draw out some key [essons which I wish to share.

1) Take small steps to achieve the higger goals

The achievement of progress hadges do not come easily. When [ first looked at the requirement for
them, I was overwhelmed by the complexity, variety and quantity of tasks I need to complete before
attaining these milestones. Looking back, I realized that these badges were not so unattainable after
all, and all it took was a little patience and dedication to achieve these goals. On a personal level, I saw
the attainment of such progress badges as a gauge of my growth and proficiency as a Scout and having
both sleeves full of badges gave me immense pride and satisfaction.

2) Enjoy the journey and not so much the destination

Another lesson I learnt was to enjoy the process more and focus less on the end product. More often
than not, my peers and I focused too much on the final goal, such as winning a competition, and failed
to enjoy the camaraderie experienced during the many days of training. I realized that the bigger prize
gained was the experience of the journey together with your fellow Scout mates. I remember a year
when we were second best during the Venture Bridge competition. Everyone was disappointed and
saddened by the loss, however, it brought the troop closer together, and a strong collective loyalty was
formed. At the next competition, we sent in two Venture teams and promptly finished in the top two
positions.

3) Learn from Scouting and apply to your everyday life

Scouting gave me many chances to learn transferable skills through the many activities. For instance,
soft skills like team-work and critical thinking were developed when going through the Venture
Obstacle Course. Other more tangible skills, such as outdoor cooking and survival skills, also remain
useful to me in the years after Scouting. Personally, I truly enjoyed partaking in Backwoodsman and
outdoor cooking, and the experience of cooking for my peers for the whole duration of the National
Patrol Camp in 1999 was a daunting but yet satisfying task. Leadership was also another skill I took
from Scouting and applied in my National Service days and now in my workplace. Having the chance
to manage fellow Scouts as a Patrol Leader taught me early on the complexities of being a leader
and friend at the same time. I found this opportunzty invaluable and will always be grateful for this
chance.

As a Scout, my sense of adventure was piqued during the Ubin
Camps and trips like the one to Mount Ophir. My time as a Catholic
High Scout was truly enjoyable and I gained so much from being
a Scout. I hope many of you reading this will find, or have found
your own values gained from your Scouting days.Remember your
experiences and live your life with your Scouting values in mind.
Scouting is for life. May your Scouting light continue to shine ever
brightly!

Eugene Poh
Eagle Patrol
1997-2000
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Charles Cheak Seck Lum
Pigeon Patrol
1993-1996
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PARTS OF A _KNIFE

-

&
&2 knire hold it

7 in the (eff hand &
use right hand

kthumbnaii in slot. J

HOLD WITH
THUMB_ARO
\HANDLE - NOT 5

rPassing a knile @

If you must pass %

an open knife hold the
blade between fore-
finger and thumb with
aase to receiver.

(C ut from
the under-
side of
branches
fo prevent 4 /
jamming [}
or split-
ting.

) Sharpen a knife ona fairly

smooth honing stone which
should restona
firm support.

Clean the blade after use
and rub the whole knife
with an oil rag on occasions
and put a drop of oil on the
hinge

f To closea knife ) )
hold in left hand ™
pressing blade
with palm of

(

DO NOT PLAY
THE FOOL WITH
A KNIFE-IT IS
A USEFUL TOOL

BUT NOT A TOY S






