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EDITOR'S DESK

In this 1st issue of 1997, there are some changes made in our
production of Campfire Light magazine. But firstly, we would like to amend
a factual error made in our previous issue. It was reported that Holy
Innocent’s High won 1st in cannon ball event when the actual champion was
Victoria School. Also, due to our inexperience, there was an alignment
mistake on page 7. We apologise for these mistakes made.

In this issue, we have included more photos as we feel that pictures
can paint a thousand words. We have also replaced 'A page from the past’
with "Memory Lane’ where we inserted photos which were from several
years back. In doing this, we hope to bring back the memories of the past
activites of our scout troop. In this way, we can also pay tribute to those
once belonging to our troop and have been supporting us in one way or
another.
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ORIENTATION

Today, our Head of the PE department. Mr. Benjamin —
Kuok informed us that we had to be down by 1.30pm for our B
ECA orientation. All of us were very excited as we were told
of the various options we had. Most of my classmates had
already decided to join NPCC, but | had yet to make my

booths, | was getting really bored as none of the ECAs g
interest me. | felt that joining the Chess Club does not allow ,
me to be exposed to the outdoors and the Science Club is really not for me as | needed
ey something which allows me to escape from the school
work. So what ECA should | join?

When the councillors led me to the uniform groups, my
interest arose. The NCC (Air) unit was great but they had

no school activites. The NPCC unit was very well-
disciplined but | just hated footdrill. The NCC Land had a
lot of information displayed, but | thought that NS is going
to be enough. When | reached the Scouts booth, | was
greatly intrigued. They were a compromise of everything and
the thing about scouts is that | just could not find any bad
points about it. They had almost all the information of the :
school since they were founded and they had interesting ® ;

articles on equipment like parangs, axes and other equipment b =
which uses | could not comprehend. Then | was led to the
pioneering section where structures of gigantic sizes rose

LLLLLL

w
el

P before me. Since | have a}
‘ 'phobia of heights | did not go k= - SR
up the majestic tower structure. Then, there was archery and

y flying fox presented by the seniors. | was in awe of the scouts’
_ impressive skills.

Thus, at the end of the day, my decision was to join
scouts.




Archery Competition
1997

Ever since archery was introduced to the Catholic High Scout Troop, our scouts have
been actively participating in external competitions. On 5th January, the Troop sent a team of 7
Ventures and Rovers to the archery meet organized by the National University of Singapore.
Due to the short notice, we only had a few training sessions. However we trained hard under
the guidance of our VSL and some instructors from the NTU team.

i After a long and arduous wait, the day finally arrived.

On the day itself, we met early in the morning at Buona Vista
: MRT station. Armed with our bows and arrows and a
g @ renewed spirit from the night's rest we made our way down
' to NUS where the competition was held. Our jovial mood did
not stop us from concentrating on the competition as we did
not want to waste all our efforts and time in training.

The competition began as the archers shot sets of
arrows after arrows, and after the first round of shoot, there .

was yet to be a distinct leader. This is due to the fact that all ==
the archers were more or less of equal standard. After the e
lunch break, the individual competition continued. It brought
out the best in all the archers as they shoot tirelessly under &
the extremely hot sun. At the end of the individual shoot, |
Catholic High Scout Troop walked away with the following
prizes: a bronze for the Female Standard Individual Event§
and a Gold and Silver for the Male Standard Individual Event.

But the competition is not to end without the team event. Both the male and female
categories were represented in this discipline. However eventhough both teams performed
meritoriously, they were unable to walk off with any medals.

The competition ended with the prize giving
d ceremony and a reception. It was a well de-
i served reception with lots of food and drinks for
all the archers, who have performed extremely
i well under the hot sun. While for those who
walked away with medals, it was an extra bonus
for them. We did not perform as well as our last
competition but this would not discourage us,

2 : Ee S instead it was a good experience for all the
archers and thus it would spur us to better our results in the next competition.
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TROOP BIRTHDAY

Today is the Catholic High Scout Troop Birthday and the wolf patrol members were
expecting a day of fun-filled activities. Every patrol members gathered at the scout den at noon.
Soon after, the SPL told us to assemble at the track and we did as what we were told.

We were told that it was going to be a day of excitement. The SPL and the PLs had a
meeting before and had decided on the games to be played later. There would be 5 stations to
be completed. We were briefed on what is to be done at each station and told to leave a station
the moment we heard the sound of a signal. At our first station, our task was to climb over a wall
using three sticks without our hands touching the .
wall. Our PL asked us to hold the edge of each stick
to form a stick ladder. In this way, we could walk up |
the ladder and jump over the wall. i»

The next station was at the canteen. The PLS;@-;
had built a maze using benches and tables. All of usﬁ&
had to take off our shirts and use them to blindfold ™ 4
ourselves to walk through the maze. We had to
pretend that we were at the enemies' base and when™
the alarm rang, we would have to go on our knees. The PLs also poured cold water on us. At the
third station, we had to climb on the edge of a wall to send the scouts over to left while the APLs
to the right. It was a difficult task because all the APLs were on the left side of the wall. However,
after much effort, we could not make it and it was time to go to the next station. At the next
station, we had to scale a wall. But before we started doing it, the PLs taught us the technique
to scale it. Fortunately, those who could not make it had a helping hand from the other patrol
members. At the last station, we had to do pull-ups and those who could not do it failed the test.

= =]

When we assembled at the end of all the five stations, we cheered for Dolphin Patrol
which was the best patrol, and also for the other outstanding patrols. Then, we had our lunch
and cut the birthday cake. We took a troop photo together with the cake which was in the shape
of our troop badge. It was a fun day because of the games we played and also a memorable one
because our Troop had turned 49!




Night Investiture

The sun was beating down on my back, dust swirled as |
walked through the sand. Distant chatter could be heard as |§
approached the scouts territory.

At three in the afternoon, those involved in the footdrill
course left for the Founder's Square to attend the course. | was
one of those involved , and luckily for us, the instructers Weixin,
Xinyuan and Leon were in a jowal mood. While the rest of the

I troop were interacting by
playing competitive games. The "doomed" candidates were
busy doing physical exercises. Not to mention Weilong's
strengthmg purposes!

The pre-reckoning period came when it was dinner time.
. Ventures were stationed behind sinister
steel like boxes and armed with tongs,
the scouts were prepared to face the’
venture food squad. The funny tradition !
; : " that has been going on in this whole .~
organisation is that no matter what your size is, double helpings will be
“forced’ on your plates. After dinner, everybody assembled at the Founder's
Square. The special addition to the horseshoe was a thick rope placed in the
middle of the horseshoe.

The atmosphere was mingled with both joy and sadness. All the
would-be- post holders were very excited and looked forward to receiving
their ranks and positions, but, at the same time sad & o i = o
to see the sec. fours leaving the patrols to be ventures. The sec. ones were
invested with all glory and honour with the patrol leaders at their side. My
heart was pounding, sweat dripped from my face and my legs nearly gave
way when my name was announced.

Next came the new patrol leaders. Beaming smiles could be seen on the
ex-patrol leaders’ faces. | was secretly hoping that the newly appointed
leaders would bring the troop to greater
heights. The APL badge came next, smartly §
marching in to receive their single bar. The |
remaining sec. twos joined the rest in front of

- W3 the grand formation to receive the troop scarf.
ilt was a moment of awakening for finally, the sec. twos discarded their
childishness and were prepared to take up responsibilities as seniors.

The spotlights were on the sec. fours as they marched out for the
step-up ceremony. Each sec. four were lined up behind the rope and
with dignity, each step across the rope. The “slapping ceremony” was
also at hand and the new ventures each received a slap from the Scout
Leader and Venture Scout Leader. The tradition “yarn” was related by
our Venture Scout Leader- Weilong and personal training experiences and success stories were
exchanged. It was also a time for the newly appointed Senior Patrol Leader to give his speech..




Stalking was the following activitiy, each patrol had to follow Instructors around with each clue
they dropped, the location of the final destination was slowly re-
vealed. My patrol was lucky at the first few stages as we managed to
outsmart our instructors. Our forfeits were merciless after we were
caught as the instructors were also quite frustrated. Anyway, our
final destination was in one of the cemeteries near the Youngberg
Adventist Hospital. The leaders wanted all of us to walk in pairs
through the cemetery. | must admit that it was quite an experience.

The final stage of the day was the run. The scouts had to run
back from the cemetery to the school. It was a mind over body
experience. The sec. four ventures still had to go for their ten
kilometre run for a test. Everybody was dead beat, but happy as we all felt as if we had
accomplished something major in our lives.

Leonhard Wee

Job Week 1997

Day |

When our venture leader briefed us on job week, we immediately reflected back on our past years’
achievements. Nevertheless, all of us were aiming to break the previous records and be the top earners.

Finally, we set off to accomplish our task. I followed my PL to Six Avenue. We were lucky to get our
first job there. Our task was to clean a two storey bungalow. We put in our effort in cleaning the dirty
bungalow which was just renovated. Although a total of three hours were spent to clean it, we were
contented and satisfied with our work when the owner of the house took out a few fifty dollars notes.
However, he told us to wait while he went in to get change for three ten dollar notes. We were stunned but
three was nothing we could do. For the rest of the day, we managed to earn about two hundred dollars.

Day 2

The secondary one, two and three scouts fall in at 7am in the morning. We were then split up into
groups. Each Sec. 2 will take three Sec. 1s. As for Sean and myself, we took Valdmond with us and walked
around Thomson Plaza. There, we spotted some private houses, but to our surprise, we did not get a single
cent from them. Fortunately, Sean spotted some flats at a distant and we started walking towards them.
There were lots of jobs for us. And by the end of the day, each of us had earned about ninety dollars. As for
Samuel and the rest of the Sec.1s, they were not as lucky as us. They had their faces slammed by the door on
their first attempt. All the rest of their chances were snatched away by other Scout Troops. They had earned
only fifty dollars each at the end of the day.

Day 3

This day was not as good as the previous one. Many were seen all over Singapore fighting for jobs.
As we were keen on earning more money to meet the target set by the group, we asked for donations. By
8pm at night, we had only earned about sixty dollars on the average. That marks the end of our job week.

iy



Wow Games: v

the ventures, rovers and scouts at Upper Pierce Reservoir.

We were gathered in school by 0900 hours.each scout and &
venture armed with their own weapons--water guns, all of which were |-
in good condition. The rovers, on the other hand, were equipped with
water bombs. In order to gain advantage in the battle, we camouflaged
ourselves using green and brown camou sticks. Ventures instead drew a
"V" on their cheeks, and the rovers, a "R".

After arriving at our "battle zone" at Upper Pierce Reservoir, we
were briefed on the rules of the game. Each of us was given a rubber
band which was an indicator of our life. If the rubber band was taken
from us, we would become prisoners of the ventures and rovers. Pieces
_ of paper were hidden in the forest and the scouts had to tear those
| pieces of paper to get points in order to win the battle. At the same
time, we had to ensure our "survival" by safeguarding our rubber
- bands.Our only obstacles were the ventures and rovers defending the
" "fortress" and the "treasures” hidden within. Armed with our powerful
weapons, we went all out in attacking the ventures. But, being inexpe-
rienced, we did so without any prior planning or strategy. Thus,although we outnumbered the ventures, we lost
the first attack and many of us lost our "lives". So, Miss Pang called all of us back and gave us new rubber
bands. which represents our " lives". So, with new hopes and determination, we formulated a strategy and off
we went. We all fought our best,and it was sure a tough fight. But again, g 5
we lost to the dominating ventures.

Before the third attack , Miss Pang thought of an idea so that &3
the scouts could beat the ventures. So, she told us to drop our weapons &
and just wrestle our way through the "Venture Barrier". Well, we
won!!! The ventures, supposedly being the "strong soldiers", actually &
lost to us! This was probably because we had a large army of "
soldiers". Anyway, we broke the line of defence and went into the S
fortress and tore all their papers (which was the treasure).

After the battle, it was time to go back to school. Tired but
happy.the scouts left the " battle zone" and returned to school. Even
though we enjoyed ourselves thoroughly today, we were still aware of
the values taught to us through this war game.We learnt, through
 experience, that unity is strength, and prior planning would prevent
- poor performance.

By Jason Cheng
& Vincent Wee
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5th April was indeed a memorable day for both the g

Catholic ngh Scouts and Saint Nicholas Guides. All the scouts 4

All the scouts, ventures, rovers and leaders boarded the ’ﬁ
bus and by 8am, all of us were on our way to Sembawang Sea _Q-‘ h :
e Sports Club. All of us reached '

sl the club at about 8.30am. The scouts and ventures quickly fall in

1o their respective patrols to wait for the guides' arrival. Soon the
= guides arrived and by 9am, the scouts and guides were in their
| respective groups. This year, 8 scout patrols and 14 guide
patrols were combined and renamed. The new patrols were
Seal, Snapper, Whale, Sword-
fish, Manta, Starfish and Eel. Our &

instructors introduced themselves and briefed us on the rules L
and regulations. This was followed by the moving of canoes by RS
scouts and guides to the beach before they were dismissed for §

lunch.

After a fulfilling lunch, we
were supposed to canoe to Seletar Island. Several canoes cap-
sized on the way despite efforts made to keep them upright.

Thankfully, there were only a few casualties.

The scouts and guides reached Seletar Island within half an
hour. The various patrols then played different games. Later at
about 2. 30pm the scouts and guides canoed back to the Sea =

them.

The scouts washed and carried the canoes back to the [ 1% &

shed immediately after they reached the beach. Paddles and life ? v 4

jackets were washed by the guides. As soon as we had finished © e

AR BT i cleaning up, we gathered for a =

= photo-taking session. Momentous were exchanged between the

' scouts and guides before they left at 4pm. Before the bus arrived,
we had a short rest.

By 5pm, the scouts were back in school and were given time
to bathe. They were then dismissed at 5.30pm. It was a tiring but
- a happy day for all the scouts.




GROUP CAMP

The first programme of
the camp was Camp develop-

ment. We had to pitch our tent,
build the gateway and gadgets
until lunch time. Lunch time was
a combine effort, the girl rovers
did the cooking while the ven-
tures did the washing..

The programme which
followed next was the Initiative
game. The Ventures and
Rovers were divided into 2
groups. There were a total of 6
stations and the objective of the
game was to polish up our
various skills and to give the
president scouts candidates an
opportunity to put their leader-
ship skills into use. We had
fried fish and kang kong
for dinner.

The night programme
was the Night Hike and we were
supposed to walk about 15 km

: to Kranji
with a to-
tal of 4
check
points
along the
way. Our
starting

W pointwas
E¥lat  King
N Albert
Park
while the Ventures started from
Catholic High School itself. On
our way to the first checkpoint,
the moral was extremely high

as everyone was still fresh and
awake. It did not take us long to
reach our first check point as
the distance was quite short.
We were then required to
sketch the area out. Our PL

'| continued in leading us to our

next checkpoint. The morale
then was still very high but idle
talk and jokes were reduced to
a minimum as we were trying to
conserve energy. Upon arrival
at our next checkpoint, we
started feeling a little tired and
needless to say, we drained
practically half of our water ra-
tion. During the hike at about
midnight, we were approached
by policemen patrolling around
Woodlands enquiring about our
activity. We had our ups and
downs but with the encourage-

aged to make it to our destina-
tion safe and sound by 2am.
We spent our night at Kranji
Dam and made our way back to
our campsite early the next
morning.

On the second day, we
had our breakfast and prepared
for inspection when we were
back at campsite. The following
activity according to schedule
was the Venture Obstacle
Course. We were divided into
five patrols each headed by a
President Scout candidate. At
each of the five stations, we
were given scenarios which re-
quired us to apply our first-aid ,
initiative and leadership skills.
At the same time, we had to do
some ‘acting’ and keep up the
patrol spirit. At the end of the
VOJ, we had evaluation on our
performances and soon after,
the Ventures and us went to
collect firewood for backswood

ment from each other, we man- | | 3%

cooking.

On our return, we had
lunch and started to prepare for
backswoods cooking and sur-
vival killing. All the scouts were
assembled for a demonstration
of how to slaughter various ani-
mals, namely the turtles, frogs,
python and rabbit. All of us
were curious about how the
procedures would be like and
as it turned out, it went on with
the scouts riveted with the hap-
penings.

The first to meet their
fate were the frogs. Every patrol
was given a chance to kill and

/ \ -
74

skin the frogs. As they held the
green slimy creatures in their
hands, ready to kill them, many
put up their bravest front, eager
to prove their courage. Next
was the python. It was strar -
gled using a rope and then|
skinned half alive. Those who
were holding it got their hands
soaked in blood. The rabbit and
turtle were consecutively fin-
ished off quickly. Before we
Knew it, there were pots of
steaming hot exotic delicacies
ready for consumption. For
many of us, it was also the first
time we saw the animals in a
“before and after” state. To-
gether with the food from our
backswood cooking, we had a
sumptuous dinner.

Our game for the night
was thieving. The various pa-
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trols were to secure a territory to
put their ‘stolen goods’. The game
consisted of 2 rounds, after each
round, the instructor were supposed
to total their scores. In the process,
tables, chairs and other items which
could be found in the school were
skillfully uprooted from their original
places and found their way to the
patrol’s territory. Forfeits were im-
posed on “thieves” who were caught
‘red-handed”.  Eventually, the
‘Beggar Sect” emerged as the win-
ner of the game.

On the third day, we had the

Venture Standard test where we
were supposed to learn skills that
every Catholic High Scout should
be equipped with. This included
various rope-climbing methods,
first-aid skills and the use and main-
tenance of equipments from the
Quarter master store. We left for
Challenge Valley at six and we went
to a drain outside Bishan ITE. One
by one, we entered the.drain. It was
dark and the place was filled with
spider webs, slime and mud. We
had to duck-walked all the way out
to the big cannel just behind the
Bishan MRT Depot. Everybody was
soaked on the “mineral enriched”
water. There, we were faced with
curious stares from joggers from
the Bishan Park.

The simple, yet heartwarm-
ing campfire was declared open by
our Assistant Scout leader. The em-
cees did a wonderful job of hosting
and soon all of us were fully en-
grossed in singing and humming to

the rhythm. The scouts enacted in
their sketches violence and aggres-
siveness in their kungfu which corre-
sponded to our camp theme-
Pugilistic era. Soon, the campfire
came to a close and we ended it off
with a scout hymn.

We had bagpack inspection

after the physical training and break-
fast on the forth day. Soon after the
inspection, we immediately striked
down our tents. We did area clean-
ing and had evaluation. Finally, after
the presentation of awards, we were
dismissed.

SCOUT RALLY

During the Scout Rally 1996, all the Scout
Groups assembled in the Yio Chu Kang Stadium and
each waved their own flag. When all the Scouts
Groups had arrived, the National and Scout flags
were raised. After the flag-raising ceremony, the
Guests of honour arrived. We were told earlier that
they were actually Scout leaders from other countries
Then they proceeded to make their speeches one by
one. It was very hot that afternoon in the field and we
were very uncomfortable. Fortunately, drinks were
given out to quench our thrist and we listened atten-
tively to the speeches. After the speeches, the Scout
Groups were divided into half and we cheered against
each other to see who could cheer the loudest. There
were many songs that followed but we could not
recognise most of the songs and just hummed to the
tune. It was really embarrasing, and for those songs
that we knew, we sang as loud as we could.

Next came the prize-giving ceremony, and we
cheered loudly for our troop which won awards for the
cadet scout, scout and venture units. Later, there was
a lion dance to welcome the guests-of-honour and to
thank them for their presence. This lion dance was

special as it consisted of four lions which jumped on
each other and performed many other stunts. Finally
came the dragon dance which was very good indeed.
It was amazing how the dragon twisted and turned its
body. It even did a few loops! The many bright and
beautiful colours added to the splendour. After the
dragon dance, there was a flag ceremony where the
flags were lowered to mark the end of the Scout Rally.
There was a silent downpour and by the time the bus
came, we were all soaked to the skin. We went back
to school and was soon dismissed.
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Scouting in Germany - DPSG

—

It's a little bit difficult to describe Scouting in Germany, as there is nothing like the Scouting
here. In Germany there are about 40 different Scout-Organizations. Three of them belong to the
WOSM, which are the BdP (Bund der Pfadfinderinnen und Pfadfinder), VCP (Verband
Christlicher Pfadfinder) and DPSG (Deutsche Pfadfinderschaft St. Georg).

| belong to the DPSG and so | only want to describe the DPSG, as I'm not so well informed
about scouting in the other organizations.

Please excuse me, if you read some German expressions. These are something like "german-
scouting-specific", so there is no way to translate them to english (or too difficult for me :)

**THE DPSG *™*
(Deutsche Pfadfinderschaft Sankt Georg)

1.) History

The DPSG was founded at 7th Oct. 1929. In 1931 the DPSG had 9.000 members. The DPSG
worked on the ideals of BP. From 1933 - 1938 the DPSG had to fightagainst opression through
the NS-Regime. Some of their members were killed in KZ. In 1938 the DPSG was forbidden by
the government. But some scouts didn't join the HJ Hitlerjugend) which adaptet the methods
and outfit of scouting but had absolutely different goals! These scouts worked in the under-
ground 'til 1945. In 1950 the WOSM made the RdP (Ring deutscher Pfad-finder, which today
consists of BdP,VCP,DPSG)a member. Since this time the DPSG works active in scouting and
now has about (I guess) 80.000 members and is the largest german Scouting organization.

2.) Structure

Most of the action happens in a Stamm (to be compared to a troop | think).
Here you see the structure of scouts in Germany:

Scouts from 8 - 11 years are called the WOELFLINGE.

Scouts from 11 - 13 years are called the JUNGPFADFINDER.

Scouts from 13 - 16 years are called the PFADFINDER.

Scouts from 16 - 21 years are called the ROVER.

Scouts older then 18 can become LEADERS.

Normally the groups meet once a week and do some camps in the year




Knots

Begin by doubling a bight under the center of rope, crossing
the end and forming two loops (fig.1).Draw each strand up
through the loop to form two extended bights as shown in
fig.2.

Each bight must then be twisted in an outward direction. This
e manrsourwans 1S €SIly done by whipping them with the thumb and forefinger
Y of each hand and turning them away from each other. A half
twist puts them in position (fig.3).

Now, take each side of the lower loop. Draw this upward so
they pass over and then under the strands that compose the
upper loops, exactly as shown by the arrows in fig. 3.

Pull the center knot tight, Ao
retaining the loops in their extended fashion.
This forms the two-looped Spanish Bowline
(fig.4). Inverted, it is gripped at the end, so
that the loops dangle and can be used for
lifting purposes.

Recipe

Spanish Bowline

TOAD IN THE HOLE

You will need : (quantities are for four servings)
- 150g tlour

-legg

- half a pint of milk (approx.)

- 60g margarine

- 8 sausages

- pinch of salt

Method:

- Mix the flour, salt and egg together, adding the milk slowly
until you have a smooth batter (it may not be necessary to add the full half pint of milk)

_ Place the sausages and the margarine in the baking tray or home-made bowl and place in your
camp oven for 15 minutes

- Pour your batter over the sausages and return to the oven for about half an hour or until the bat-
ter is a golden brown
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