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The Humble Telescope

A quick, fun telescope project for kids and lazy adults is the Humble Telescope, a solar viewer that can produce foot- to
yard-sized images of the sun, including sunspots down to a few earth diameters.

The advantage of the Humble Telescope is that you can shoot its image anywhere you please, into a darkened room far
enough back to produce big if somewhat dim images. You can only do that with a pinhloe by making a barn-sized viewer.
As with other telescope, the key element here is a special mirror — but this one only needs to be a flat FRONT-silvered
one, in almost any shape of 1 square inch or more. While you can also pick one up in any parking lot, where they are
produced by the timeless forces of automobile fender-benders.

The shiny part has to be on top, because the image is ruined if light has to
pass in and out of the glass. Clamp the mirror to your camera tripod. Now
make the pinhole “mask™ that does the actual imaging. Take your
business card and poke a 1/8” to 1/4” hole with your nail. i

ole
Open the window of your viewing room — and block off most of the
opening with shades or towels. Go out into the sun and use the light of
the full mirror to aim the image into the room. Gently tack the mask over
the mirror with tape so that only the pinhole area is exposed.

Business Card

Silvered Layer

Glass

Dash in and watch or photograph at will! Sunspots appear as dim
smudges that wiggle and move along with the image of the disk. You
have about a minute before the disk tracks away from the wall, the bigger
but dimmer the image. The bigger the pinhloe, the brighter but the
blurrier image.
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For better viewing : 1) Set up a flat, white cardboard or screen for the
image. 2) Keep the room the same temperature as outdoors to minimise
heat distortion. 3) Keep the room as dark as possible so as to see more
dim sunspots. 4) Have a parent or teacher do the aiming so you can keep
your eyes used to the dark.

Mirror Reflector




Name: Lennon Foo
Schl:  Victoria JC
Post: ASL

Patrol: Tiger

Q: What are the responsibilities that you undertook as ASL
l"

The welfare and the progress of the scouts assume responsibil-
ity of the SL’s post when needed.

Q: Were there any difficulties encountered ?
Yes, time management and being able to adjust to the new post.
We were also unsure of our authority

Q: Did assuming the post benefit you in any way ?
Yes, to increase leadership skills and a chance to actually hold
authority. When the Scouts are happy, I am too.

Q: What was the most memorable day / event during
scouting life ?

Secondary 1, everything started from the day [ joined scouts. It
always amazes me when I look back and see how far I have
gotten.

Q: What are your hopes for the Scout Troop in the future ?
May it keep old traditions and venture into new and daring
motions as the field of scouting has no limits. Even in expand-
ing new areas of progress, one should not forget old traditions,
eg. how to skin a frog and serve a dish in six minutes.

Q: Finally, any last words for your juniors ?

My skills only started to improve at 13 years old when I joined
the scout group. My PL Zhiwer has taught me a lot to which I
still remember to this day. Quoting from Zhiwei to all the
leaders-to-be : Learn and lead the way

Name: Xue Rensheng
Schl:  Vietoria JC
Post:  ASL

Patrol: Eagle

Q: What are the responsibilities that you undertook as ASL
9

To maintain and improve the standard of the scout troop.

Q: Were there any difficulties encountered ?
Yes.

Q: Did assuming the post benefit you in any way ?

Yes, it helps to build up my inter-personal communication
skills and develop my leadership potential. My scouting skills
have also improved.

Q: What was the most memorable day / event during
scouting life ?

Every day was memorable. Basically a challenge awaits me
every scouting day.

Q: What are your hopes for the Scout Troop in the future ?
Firstly, the scout troop should uphold the scout motto, “Be
Prepared” and continue to support the Scout movement. May
the scout troop continue to grow and expand the sphere of
influence internationally and conduct official activities with
foreign scouts overseas

Q: Finally, any last words for your juniors ?
Group before unit, unit before self.



CAMPFIRE LIGHT VOL 33

Pulau Ubin : 1

Pulau Ubin, a sparsely populated off-shore island has been a regular campsite for the Cathol
this kampong-like island. In order to keep up with the rapid changes, we have decided to come
Development has caught up finally with Singapore’s last frontier. The jetty, being a prominer
seats! The Outward Bound School (OBS) has expanded and now occupies almost the entire we.
roads and the area has been reserved as a ‘recreational area’.

What Ubin is going to go through would be spectacular leading to Year X, where Smgapore
development of this offshore island into a residential area.

Come and see for yourselves...




Now and Then

ic High Scout Group for a long time now. As the years go by, many changes have been made to _
up with some photographs as a form of comparison of Ubin : Now and Then.
it landmark has been ‘upgraded.’ like many old HDB estates — sheltered embarking areas and .
it area of the island. Dirt tracks that our fore-fathers etched out have been replaced with asphalt -

'’s population reaches 4 million. Then we can expect the MRT to be extended to Ubin and the
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Stars Point the Way -4
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Direction by Stars

The stars have been studied for thousands of years and
the groups, or constellations in which they appear to the
naked eye were named in ancient times after animals
and mythological figures that their shape suggested.

In equitorial regions like Singapore, we get to see stars
of both hemispheres but at different times of the year.
However, stars like the North Star would be quite
impossible to see.

The Northern Sky

The main constellation to learn are the (a) Plough, also
known as the Big Dipper, (b) Cassiopeia and (c) Orion,
all of which like all stars in the nothern sky, apparantly
circle the (d) Pole Star (North Star), but the first two are
recognisable groups that do not set.

(a) The Plough (The Big Dipper) is the central feature
of a very large constellation, the Great Bear (Ursa
Major). It wheels around the pole star. The two stars (X)
Dubhe and (Y) Merak point, beyond, almost exactly to
the Pole Star about four times further away than the
distance between them.

(b) Cassiopeia is shaped like a W and also wheels
around the North Star. It is on the opposite side of the
Pole Star and about the same apparant distance away as
the Plough. On clear, dark nights this constellation may
be observed overlaying the Milky Way. It is useful to
find this constellation as a guide to the location of the
Pole Star, if the Plough is obscured for some reasons.
The centre star points almost directly towards it.

(c) Orion rises above the Equator and can be seen in
both hemishperes. It rises on its side, due east, irrespec-
tive of the observers latitude and sets due west. (A)
Mintaka is directly above the Equator. Orion appears
further away from the Pole Star than the previous con-
stellations. He is easy to spot buy the three stars making
his belt, and the lesser stars forming his sword.

Reading the Southern sky

There is no star near the South Celestial Pole bright
enough to be easily recognised. Instead a prominent
constellation is used as a signpost to south: the Southern
Cross (crux ), a constellation of 5 stars which can be
distinguished from 2 other cross- shaped groups by its
size— it is smaller— and its 2 pointer stars.

Finding the Southern Cross

One way to find the Southern Cross is to look along the
Milky Way, the band of millions of distant stars that can
be seen running across the sky on a clear night. In the
middle of it there is a dark patch where a cloud of dust
blocks out the bright star background, known as the Coal
Sack. On one side of it is the Southern Cross, on the
other the 2 bright pointer stars.

Finding South

To locate south, project an
imaginary line along the
cross and 4 and a half and
then drop it vertically
down to the horizon. Fix,
if you can, a prominent
landmark on the horizon
— or drive two sticks into
the ground to enable you
to remember the position
by day.

&



dcouting Experiences in Vietnam

From: Hung Le
Date: Wed, 1 Apr 1992 14:52:09 GMT

My name is Hung Le, and I'm a former cub scout, boy scout, venturer, rover scout and
scouter of BSVN (Boy Scout of Vietnam). Currently, I'm with the Santa Clara County
Council, BSA as a unit commissioner.

! - P
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I would like share with H/fellow scouTs out there on 'rhe NeTWo k some personal experiences
that I have had wi ,he scout organizations, especially with KBSVQ]\ These experiences
are so valuable o fllfe and my children as well... Whgp & oxgc\o@s of Vietnam,
pe Were alwgys fighting

To have

, in the open airi A loT of
military draft. Diy mg my 6

have /@ ee’rmg location. Scou
times L}le went campmg WI‘I’ ouf

)f ordinance (by
’ran‘l‘ activity for‘

fift refugee gamp [
2ople in the camp

' teams
: ury or to take
back to the city m The morgue was always full dur'mg those days’ In-the city, there was
another youth group organi by the Red Cross, and we competed with them in collecting
the wounded and the dehiong\\ih“ofher—wan-tmph‘@o ime we collected a "broken"
bomb and decorated it as a gate for ourrefugee camp. It was quite a deterrent for those

who passed through that gate.

3

(to be continued in next issue)
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“In every corner of the world the shadows of the dragon loom,
working hand in hand, heart to heart, to create a better life for you and I. .

he 1995 Catholic High Scout Group Campfire marked a turning
point in the scouting history of the group when we celebrated its

47th anniversary with a grand campfire on the evening of the 2nd of
September 1995.

The campfire committee started planning the campfire about 3 months before the actual day and
invitations were sent out to the various VIPs. The theme of the campfire, Orient Resonance is to remind us
of our Chinese heritage, to emphasise our rich culture and traditions.

On the very day, a whopping number of 1200
guests from over 25 schools all over Singapore attended
this monumental event. Greeting our visitors from afar,
was a majestic 3-storey pagoda tower constructed with
our trusty pioneering poles complete with stairways and
platforms. The campfire started with a rousing perfor-
mance of martial arts by our very own Scouts and Rovers.
The crowd went wild, impressed by our spectacular fire-
lighting ceremony. Our two Masters-of-Ceremony,
Zhengyang and Weiming, did a wonderful job leading the
crowd, singing songs after songs like Gako and Father
Abraham. The guest items such as oriental dance,
sketches and renditions of the latest mandarin pop songs,
were in a class of their own. What stole the hearts of all
present was the performance by our very own cadet scouts
— Little Frogs, which held us mesmerised. However, the
best item for the night went to the St. Anthony’s Convent :
Guides for their graceful dance performance. The most -
supportive prize went unanimously to our sister guides
from St. Nicholas Girls’ School. The campfire united the
scouts and guides making them realise the spirit which
our founders had intended to instil in us.
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The campfire came to an end all too soon, with our
school’s principal, Mr Loke Kay Khee giving a closing
speech after the prize presentation. The end of the
campfire was solemn, with our GSL Mr Andrew Chua
leading the last song for the night — The Scout Hymn.

The guests then proceeded to the school canteen for
refreshment while some went to the school backyard for
an exhibition that included a lion dance and martial arts
display. Old memories flooded our guests as they
flipped through the pages of monochrome photographs
from the past.

For the last 3 hours, we sang, we laughed, we rejoiced
and we experienced a stronger bonding among us and
the flame of Scouting burned bright, for many genera-
tions to come.

T T T e e s s s =

In Retrospect

Preparation for the campfire had been a long and ardous task, the various committee heads
wrecked their brains for weeks just to come out with an original and refreshing theme for
the campfire. In all aspects, it was a true test for us, as a group, not individuals. Patience
and endurance were the key words of the day, as the plans were amended time and again..

]

. A word of advice from us:

[l

Command, Control and Communication make a successful
Campfire.......
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Edible Bowls

You will need: (Quantities are for two bowls.)

Two cups plain flour

One Cup of fat/butter

One level dessert spoon baking powder.

Pinch of salt.

Water. .

Sections of logs, measuring about ten cm in diameter.

Method:

Well before the meal, mix together the flour, fat, salt and baking g

powder until you have a breadcrumb-like mixture.

Add enough water to produce a stiff dough, divide it and roll it into two
balls.

Remove the bark from the ends of the chosen logs and seal them as you
would a greenstick by holding them over flames briefly.

Take a ball of pastry and mould it around the end of a log,pressing it
into a bowl shape.

Support the pastry, still on the log, and cook over hot embers, turning,
regularly until golden brown.

When cooked, remove from the logs and allow to cool. The dishes will
certainly only last for one meal, holding sweet or savory meals - and
they can be eaten afterwards.

One-man Stew

You will need: (Quantities are for one serving.) -
| Potato

1 Carrot

1 Onion

1 Cup minced-meat

1 Stock cube

Salt and pepper to taste

Method:

Peel and slice the potato, carrot and onion. Sprinkle salt and pepper, if
required, onto the vegetables.

Form a double-thickness layer of foil into a dish and place a layer of
potato at the bottom. The meat, carrots and onions can be added in
alternate layers on top of the potato.

Sprinkle a stock cube over the vegetables and add water to cover.

Place a sheet of coil over the vegetables, and place the dish onto hot
embers. Cook for approximately 40 mintues.




